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ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES REPORT

March 19, 2009

Solid Waste, Recycling
SCORE Report preparation
Meeting with Prairieland on Waste-to-Energy project

Ponderosa Landfill
Final Payment for cells 8/9 construction
Liner cover for new cells
2008 Annual Report
Teal operations contract
Annual meeting with Landfill Operators and Consultants
Landfill gas-to-energy grant
Meeting with Mickelson & Company

Household Hazardous Waste

Staff Training , ‘
DOT, Haz Cat, Safety and Health, CPR and First Aid
Medical Monitoring

Facility opening for 2009 on April 7%
Still some minor preparation

Green Thumb Nursery fire involved stored chemicals
Disposal through the MDA program

Miscellaneous
Sewer extension to Lakes Region
Updates for the Septic Rules
MATAPS - Mankato Area Transportation Multi-Modal Planning Study
Clean Air and Climate Protection model
Citizens Academy

Next scheduled meeting - May 21, 2009

Information Articles
Free Press “In the LEED”
Free Press “No More Nichols”
Free Press “Landkamer Tapped for Federal Post”
Free Press “County Starting Citizens Academy”
Star Tribune “U Students Dive in for Recycling”
Free Press “RAM Forum Discusses Industry’s Economic Struggles”
Star Tribune “Taking Plastic From Trash to Useful Fash”
Star Tribune “With a Click, Phone Bock Goes Poof!”
Star Tribune “In Dakota County, Garbage In, Diesel Out?”
Time Magazine “E-Waste Not”
Star Tribune “Taking Out the Tech Trash”
Star Tribune “Burning Rural Garbage is a Hot Topic”
Pioneer Presgss “Farmers Balk at Talk of Banning Burning”
Star Tribune “Price of Fluffy Toilet Paper? Lots and Lots of Trees”
Star Tribune “Properly Dispose of Prescription Drugs”
Free Pregs “Think Big, Sewer Project May Extend To Lake Homes”
Free Pregss “Public to Get Say on Lakes’ Sewer Plan”
Free Press “Sewer Salvation on the Way”




Star Tribune

"Metro-Area Water Getting Saltier”

Free Press “Government Hops on ‘Green’ Bandwagon”

Star Tribune

“State’s Greenhouse Gas Emissions Dip Slightly”

Free Press “Researchers: Greenhouse Gas Emissions Accelerate Despite

Concerns”
Star Tribune
Star Tribune
Star Tribune
Star Tribune
Star Tribune

“EPA Set for Momentous Ruling on Warming”

“Carbon Offsets are the Latest Forestry Product”
“Western Forests Dying Twice as Fast”

“Another Unexpected Victim of Air Pollution, Oceans”
“Tar is a Sticky Subject”

Duluth News Tribune “Industries to Slash Mercury Emissions”

Star Tribune

Time Magazine

Star Tribune

“For Two Problems, One Simple Solution”
“The Next Biofuel”
“Wanted Waste”

Free Press "“Dry Cleaner Cuts Back on Chemicals”
Free Press “SCC’s Use of Foam Behind Water Tests”

Star Tribune

“Picture Just One Agency for Natural Resources”

Governing “Goodnight Computer”
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Justice center’s efficiency takes shape

Photos by John Cross

Tim Edwards, who oversees Blue Earth County’s facilities, stands near the massive pipes and pumps of the new justice center’s
geothermal heating and cooling system. Thanks to the “free” energy in the Earth, the building is expected to be roughly between
a quarter and a third more efficient than one built to industry standards.

- In the LEED

Jail may become only one in country certified as ‘green’

By Dan Linehan
Freg Press Staff Writer

MANKATO — Harvesting free
energy beneath the Earth, using
motion-triggered lights and employ- B
ing an array of water-saving meas-
ures, Blue Earth County’s nearly
completed justice center may save a
quarter-million gallons of water and
16,250 tons of carbon dioxide every
year.

The toilets have two-way flushers
— pull up for liquids, push down
for solids — designed to save water.
There’s preferred parking for car-
pools and hybrids. The wood doors,
paneling and millwork come from
forests certified by the Forest -
Stewardship Council, which hires
third parties to study the manage-
ment practices of timber companies.

About three years ago, the county
announced its pursuit of certifica-
tion by the U.S. Green Building

Construction waste is divided up by type and, if possible, recycled at the justice center
construction site. At most sites, construction materials end up in a landfill.

called LEED) program. LEED, - Multiple Dumpsters are used for
which started in 1998 provides a set the recycling of construction materi-
of objective standards for environ-  als (on most sites everything is
mentally friendly building design. - thrown in a landfill). The carpet,
Now, the justice center is on ceramic tiles, plastic toilet =~

Council’s Leadership in Energy and
Environmental Design (commonly

track to be the first LEED-certified
building in south-central Minnesota.

Please see JUSTICE GENTER, Page A2



JUSTICE CENTER: Some trade-offs made i "oreen’ jail design

Continued from Page A1

compartments, walls and

pumps, where it is converted
into air heat using pumps. In
some cases, the heated

other materials contain vari- water runs through pipes

ous percentages of recycled
materials. Temperatures are
kept constant via computer-
controlled thermostats.

If LEED certification
comes later this year as
planned, the justice center

— a consolidation of courts,

beneath the floor to provide
so-called “radiant heating.”
In the summer, the heat is
* carried away from the build-
ing and dissipates in the
ground.
The system runs on elec-
tricity, most of which is gen-

county corrections, jail, pros- erated through the burning

ecution, probate and law
enforcement functions —
may be one of the first jails
nationwide to get the recog-
nition.

Earth power

of fossil fuels, but the justice
center is planned to be
between 24 percent and 31.5
percent more efficient than
if it were built to industry

~ standards.

The Environmental

The building’s use of geot- Protection Agency calls

hermal power is perhaps its
most impressive energy-sav-

geothermal heating “the
most energy-efficient, envi-

- ing device, replacing at once ronmentally clean and cost-

energy-gobbling air condi-
tioners and a boiler.

In their place is 48 miles
of tubing beneath the
ground and pumps to circu-

effective space conditioning
system available.”

Form meets function
Building a jail implies

late the water and heated air. trade-offs between LEED

In the winter, the water
absorbs heat from the
ground and takes it to heat

standards and an effective
jail,
Designers were unable to

meet LEED standards for
the number of watts used to
light a single square foot
because jail security
required more lighting, said
Kevin Flynn, a St. Paul
architect who is consulting
for the county on LEED
matters.

Another trade-off: Toilets
inside the jail cells needed to
have narrower drains to pre-
vent contraband from being
flushed down, County
Administrator Dennis
McCoy said. Smaller drains
mean more water pressure,
which means more water
use.

. The other major compet-
ing value with the environ-
ment is cost. .

Computer modeling was
used to determine how long
it would take for efficiency
savings to pay back the ini-
tial cost. About 90 percent
of a building’s overall cost
comes from its operation,
while the other tenth comes
during its construction,
McCoy said.

If the payback time

exceeds 40 years, the more-
expensive route was not
taken, he said.

Overall, the entire effi-
ciency package is slated to
pay for itself in about 7.1
years.

A so-called “green roof,”
which involves live plants on
the roof, may have saved
cooling costs. But it was also
envisioned to be a “mainte-
nance nightmare” whose
payback time greatly exceed-
ed any sort of optimistic
projections about the justice
center’s life span.

Why LEED?

Flynn, the St. Paul eon-
sultant, said labels like
“green” and “sustainable”
are popular, and LEED certi-
fication is one way to verify
claims like these.

“It’s very easy to say
you're going to do some-
thing and harder to do it,”
Flynn said. ’

The U.S. Green Building
Council, the agency behind
LEED, won't send a repre-
sentative to Mankato, but its

professionals will review
building plans submitted by
Flynn and the project team.
It awards points based on
objective benchmarks such
as using 10 percent recycled
content and the creation of
on-site renewable energy.

The justice center is aim-
ing for LEED’s “silver” rat-
ing, which means it must
earn between 33 and 38 out
of a total of 69 points. The
“silver” rating is better than
the simple “certified” but
lower than “gold” or “plat-
inum.”

County officials also hope
the pursuit of LEED would
lead other local builders to
adopt it as well.

Bryan Paulsen, whose
Mankato architectural firm
helped design the justice
center, said three other local
projects in the works are
seeking the environmental
accreditation.

They are the new elemen-
tary-school planned for
Mankato, an animal shelter
and the National Guard’s
field maintenance shop.
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Longtime Mankato building to be razed

b

NICHOLS
OFFICE CENTER

52

Photos by Pat Christman

The energy inefficient Nichols Office Center near downtown Mankato is slated to be razed. With the construction of the new Blue Earth
County Justice Center, the county no longer requires Nichols to provide office space.

No more Nichols

County says
one-time MSU
building too
expensive to run

By Brian Ojanpa
freg Press Staff Writer

MANKATO — It’s not a historic
structure and it’s plain-Jane boxiness
is architecturally insignificant.

The Nichols Office Center is
merely a five-story government
building-cum-quasi landmark that,
having served its purpose, is fated to
become rubble.

Its tenants are queuing to move
out because Nichols is coming down.
The only question is when.

“It solved our space issue at the
time, but it’s an expensive building
to run. That’s the problem,” Blue
Earth County Administrator Dennis
McCoy said.

The building adjacent to the Blue
Earth County Courthouse houses 11
entities, ranging from a state
Department of Health office to an
area Girl Scouts facility.

All need to find other quarters
this year, preferably by Labor Day,
McCoy said.




NIGHOLS: Some left searching

Continued from Page B1

The “decommissioning”
of the building will precede
the wrecking ball.

McCoy said refurbish-
ing Nichols would be
impractical, and Nichols
physical plant director Tim
Edwards concurs.

“It's just not very energy
efficient at all, and it would
be very costly to fix it,”
Edwards said.

The county will retain
ownership of the site land
in case it’s needed to build
anew upon someday.

“We really do want the
land. That’s one thing we
feel very strongly about,”
County Commissioner
Will Purvis said. “You just
don’t know what the
future is going to bring;
we might need it for
expansion.”

Some of Nichols’ ten-

ants have new quarters
lined up, while others, such
as the Health Department
(“We don’t know where
we’re moving yet,” a staffer
said) are searching.

The Community
Corrections office will
move to the new county
Justice Center, while
Taxpayer Services will
transition across the street
to the courthouse.

Region Nine
Development Commission
and its 16 employees in
‘Nichols is expected to
announce the location of
its new quarters in a few

days.

The Veterans Affairs
Clinic, which opened less
than a year ago to provide
area military veterans with
mental health care, is still
looking for a new site in
the community.

“Our plan is to be out of
there in June, and re-open
in July,” Veterans Affairs
spokesman Ralph Heussner
said.

Blue Earth County
hought the building 12
years ago. Nichols was
built in 1958 to serve as
classroom space for
Mankato State College.

. Pat Christman
Biue Earth Gounty Taxpayer Services is one of 11 tenants being uprooted by the closing of Nichols Office Center:
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Landkamer tapped for federal post

Blue Earth County commissioner nominated to head Minn. rural development

By Mark Fischenich
Free Press Staff Writer

MANKATO — Longtime
Blue  Earth  County
Commissioner Colleen
Landkamer of Mankato has
been nominated to serve in
the Obama administration
as the Minnesota director of
rural development.

The appointment, once

it’s finalized, will prompt
Landkamer’s resignation as
commissioner after 20 years
on the county board. -

“'m very excited,”
Landkamer said Friday of
the job that encompasses a
broad range of duties aimed
at promoting economic
growth in rural Minnesota.
“ .. It'’s something I've been
passionate about for a long

time, the rural policy piece.”
Sen. Amy . Klobuchar
nominated Landkamer

because “her background in

all levels of government will
help- guide rural develop:
ment during these very diffi-
cult’ times,” according an
announcement  released
Priday.

Klobuchar also nominat-
ed Linda Hennen, a 30-year

official in the Farm Services
Agency, as the FSA’
Minnesota executive direc-
tor and Dave Haugo, a
Mahnomen County farmer,
as the FSA State Committee
chairman.

Landkamer’s  appoint-
ment could take several
weeks or even months to
finalize, and she said she
will continue on the county

board until then. [lut at that
point, she will need to
resign, prompting a special
election.

“You can’t do both jobs,”
Landkamer said. “There
could be a perceived conflict
of interest there.”

In her 21st year on the
board, Landkamer has been

Please see LANDKAMER, Page B3



LANDKAMER: Building
stronger communities

Continued from Page B1

heavily involved in rural
issues with the Minnesota
Association of Counties and
the National Association of
Counties. After rising to the
presidency of the AMC, she
started the Rural Action
Caucus for the national
organization — a caucus
that worked to influence

legislation important to

rural America.

She also served as presi-
dent of NACo and led the
Campaign for Renewed
Rural Development, a group
of 28 national organizations
that promoted investment
in infrastructure, -health
c¢are, housing, alternative
energy and economic devel-
opment in rural areas.

The new post will involve
similar duties, along with
connecting rural Minnesota
governments and organiza-
tions to federal programs
which assist in rural devel-
opment.

“The whole focus is to
build stronger communities
in rural Minnesota,” said
Landkamer, who also
worked as an aide to former
Congressman Tim Penny in
the 1980s.

Congressman Tim Walz -
of Mankato, who Klobuchar
said helped with recommen-
dations for the appoint-
ments, praised Landkamer
as “someone who can cham-
pion successful rural eco-
nomic development initia-
tives that ¢reate jobs and
build a stronger economy.”

Landkamer said she’s
already heard from the two
previous men who served as
the rural development direc-
tor — former state Rep.
Steve Wenzel under the
Bush administration and
former state Sen. Gary
DeCramer under the
Clinton administration —
who promised to help with
advice as she prepares for
the new job.
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County starting
citizens academy

Classes to teach

applicants how
Blue Earth
County works -

By Dan Linehan
Free Press Staff Writer

MANKATO. — Ever been

curious about where your trash’

goes? Maybe you want to
know how the justice system
really works or would like to
take a behind-the-scenes tour
of a library or public works
garage.

Blue Earth County is look-

ing for a few curious residents

to embark on its first-Citizens: -

Academy class.
After five three-hour ses-
sions, graduates should know

more about what their county -

Please see ACADEMY, Page B3

If You Jom

What . . o
‘Blue: Earth Countyq =

-The g‘roup meets at’ .
. various county build--
,,Mankato

To apply, v1sxt

-www.co.blue-

earth.mn.us and
click on the “2009
citizens academy”
link and fill out the -
apphcatwn S
Alternatlvely, stop
by the county

_courthouse or

call 304-4491.

AGADEMY: Begins at courthouse

Continued from Page B1

does, meet the people
behind it and have an oppor-
tunity to get further
involved. ,

Jessica Beyer, the county’s
public information specialist,
said many people who live in
Blue Earth County are unfa-
miliar with what their local
government does.

The academy, which is
free and now accepting appli-
cants, begins on March 3 at
the Blue Earth County
Courthouse.

There, applicants meet the
County Board — ' the, five
elected: officials who are sort
of like the county’s board of
directors — and the county
administrator, who'. the
Board selects to run the day-
to-day operations of the
county.

That’s followed by a tour
of the courthouse and discus-
sions with elections officials

about the 2008 contest and
subsequent Senate recount.
“Bach Tuesday evening
“class” is packed with events,
a schedule necessitated by
the fact that even an intro-
duction to the county, with
its 14 departments and the
many responsibilities ~ of
each, is time-consuming.

Three-hour sessions were

chosen over an academy that
could otherwise last for
months,

Beyer said most citizen
academies are conducted by
< cities, with an emphasis on
law enforcement and fire pre-
vention. While the county’s
sheriffs department is includ-
ed in the academy, it’s more
focused - on the county
bureaucracy.

The word may not evoke
excitement, but the academy
will expose its students to
places, people and facets of
the county that are invisible
to most residents.

A tour of the library and
discussions  with staff will

-reveal how books are chosen,

bought and lent.

If youre into computers,
you can see software that
uses aerial photos to create
interactive maps, called a
geographic information sys-
tem. '

And the household haz-
ardous waste facility will not
only accept your half-deplet-
ed-paint can, it will give away
— that’s right, free — other
people’s discarded chemicals.

The academy costs. the
county almost nothing
beyond staff time, as it decid-
ed against offering the free
food and T-shirts that other
such classes use to entice

‘participation.

THe class also gives its
participants opportunities
for more involvement, such
as a ride-along with a deputy
or membership on an adviso-
ry committee.
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tudents at the Uni-

versity of Minneso-

ta decided to make
a big stink Wednesday about
the fact that only about one-
third of recyclable materials
from university buildings ac-
tually are recycled.

After a garbage truck
dumped its full load in front
of Coffman Union, student
volunteers pounced on the
pile — about 10 feet tall by 20
feet wide — and pulled out
all of the material that could
have been recycled but end-
ed up in the trash instead.

The smelly demonstra-
tion was part of an effort to
increase recycling on cam-
pus. Despite a quarter-cen-
tury’s worth of recycling ef-
forts targeting newspapers,
glass and plastic in univer-

StarTribune.com
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Anthropology major John Weissert put recyclables in their places. Only
about 32 percent of the university’s recyclable materials was recycled in

2008, and the university’s recycling program'’s goal is 50 percent.

Photos by ELIZABETH FLORES - eflores@startribune com .
University of Minnesota students, staff and visitors were treated to a garbage truck load of trash in front of Coffman Hall on Wednesday. Volunteers sorted through
the pile and pulled out the cans, bottles and newspapers that could have been recycled, but ended up in the trash instead.

USTUD

sity buildings, only about 32
percent of recyclable materi-
als made it into the recycling
stream in 2008, the universi-
ty estimates.

“I've got to believe that ev-
erybne knows the environ-
mental benefits of recycling,”
said Dana Donatucci, director
of the university’s recycling
program. “If everyone gets
involved, I know we can get

to that goal of 50 percent.”

The push to increase recy-
cling is part of the campus-
wide RecycleMania effort. Re-
cycleMania is a national com-
petition and benchmarking
tool for college and university
recycling programs. For more
information on university re-
cycling, visit wwwl.umn.edu/

recycle/indexhtml
PAUL WALSH

Watch as the pile of garbage gets durnped on the U of M campus at startribune.com/video
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RAM forum,diScusses industry’s economic struggles

Photos by John Cross

Sharon Schriever, who works with a recycling company called SEMREX in Olmsted Gounty, displayed charts and graphs showing the
relative decline in commodities prices. o




ec

-By Robb Murray
free Press Staff Writer -

MANKATO — With all the talk

~ about the mortgage crisis and
bailouts for auto makers, another
cause for concern slid slightly
under the radar: recycling.

While its effects may not be
immediately visible to most, the
collapse of the recychng market has
been on the minds of collectors of
recyclable items and companies
that use products made from recy-
cled materials.

“Prices have slowed down,” said
Tom Troskey, owner of the Rock-
Tenn company in St. Paul, which
manufactures packaging products.
“Really, it’s paralleling the rest of
the world and the economy.”

The Recyclmg Association. of
Minnesota on Thursday held the
first of three forums scheduled for
different parts of the state. The

able recession

goal, said RAM Executlve Director
Ellen Telander, was to try and-get
mformatmn about what’s happening
in Minnesota to the people most
affected by recycling market.

“We wanted you to be able to
talk to the horse,” Telander told
attendees at the Blue Earth County
Library.

Wayne Gjerde, a representative
from the Minnesota Office of
Environmental Assistance, told
attendees the situation nationally
and internationally as reported in .
the national media doesn’t neces-
sarily represent what’s happening
here.

“Don’t read the New York news-
papers and the West Coast newspa-
pers,” he said. “Things are quite
different in Minnesota.” '

Prices paid for commodities such
as newspaper are down.

“We've seen drop-offs before, but

. never this fast,” Gjerde said.

But state statistics show that, in
some cases, the prices are only
down to levels of the early 2000s.
Looking hlstoncally, most of
today’s prices remain within five- or
10-year averages.

One factor having an impact is
the emergence of China’s and
India’s economies. Both are grow-
ing at a rate of about 15 percent

~ annually. They're buying a lot of
‘recyclable material, and they’re will-

ing to pay more for it.

“There has been a lot of price
chasmg,” Gjerde said. “The local
market is offering one price for
commodities. China is offering
more. That makes things difficult.”

As for economic impact, the
recycling industry indirectly and .
directly supports about 20,000 jobs
in Minnesota, paying an estimated
$760 million in wages and adding
nearly $3 billion to the state’s econ-

-omy.

-

One element of the day-long forum on recyclmg was a panel dnscussmn mcludmg (from left) Andrea Andvik and Audra Massman of
Mastermark, Dean Paisley of Pioneer Paper, Peg Wander of LDI Fibers, Matt Goodwald of Americsteel, Tom Troskey of Rock-Tenn and

Ted Determan of Anchor Glass.
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Taking plastic from

'

trash to useful fash

® Plastic bags find new life
outside the waste stream as
stylish totes made by zerOwBag
company of Eden Prairie. '

By KARRAH ANDERSON
karrah.anderson@startribune.com

Plastic spills from bins and shelves
throughout the basement of Paul

Hempe’s home in Eden Prairie — -

piles of it, sorted by texture and size.
Purple mesh bags that once held on-
ions. Opaque, sticky shrink-wrap.
These are the ingredients for plastic
_ fabric or Plabric, a material created
by the zerOwBag company that turns

“trash into fashionable bags.

Hempe came up with the idea of re-
cycling plastic bags when he was be-
tween jobs a year ago. He and friend
Chad Campbell decided to go into
business with the goal of creating prod-

ucts that would help raise environmen-
tal awareness and create anewhome for

plastic that is not currently recycled.
“We're excited about the oppor-
tunity to help people understand the
problem of plastics in the environ-
ment,” Campbell said. “We want to
help people understand how big the
problem is and what they can do to
change their behavior.” '

Bags continues onE8 »

N

DENISE RATH - Star Tribune

Chad Campbell, left, and Paul Hempe use
recycled materials in their zerOwbags.



